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Crash Course on UNFCCC
Climate Change Negotiations



UNFCCC negotiations – the 4 tracks
– Ad hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action 

under the Convention (AWG-LCA)
The AWG-LCA was established in Bali in 2007 to conduct 
negotiations on a strengthened international deal on climate change, 
set to be concluded in Copenhagen in 2009. 

– Ad hoc Working Group on further commitments for Annex I 
Parties under the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP)
The AWG-KP was established by Parties to the Protocol in Montreal 
in 2005 to consider further commitments of industrialized countries 
under the Kyoto Protocol for the period beyond 2012, and is set to 
complete its work in Copenhagen in 2009.

– Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice 
(SBSTA) serves as a link between information and assessments 
provided by expert sources (such as the IPCC) and the COP, which 
focuses on setting policy

– Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI)
The SBI makes recommendations on policy and implementation 
issues to the COP and, if requested, to other bodies



Who are negotiating the global deal?
 The Copenhagen Agreement is negotiated between the nations 

represented in the UNFCCC process. 

 Decision making is highly complex!

 Nations have formed groups where they negotiate as a 
larger entities: G77 + China, LDCs, African Group, AOSIS, EU, 
US, etc.

 National delegations mainly have representatives from the 
government institutions 

 NGOs have observer status and major NGO players are 
organized as Climate Action Network 
(http://www.climatenetwork.org/).

 Southern voices are underrepresented - therefore CARE 
facilitates participation of southern representatives in the 
negotiation process.



How UNFCCC negotiations work

 Based on submission from nations, groups of nations 
and observers the chair draft text focusing on areas 
“convergence”. 

 Sometimes detailed negotiations are delegated to 
working groups

 Observers can not formally engage in negotiations but 
can lobby delegations… 

 More information: 

– http://unfccc.int/2860.php

– http://www.climatenetwork.org/

http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://www.climatenetwork.org/


Making an impact – what is required?
Policy analysis on REDD and Adaptation

Understanding and the detailed implications of the proposed treaty text, work 
with NGO allies to agree on proposed text revisions that support our 
policy change goals, tracking negotiations, monitoring text revisions 
and proposed changes by delegations and other NGOs, develop 
written proposals for how to improve the treaty text. 

Advocating CARE’s position 

Meet with delegates and lobby for CAREs key messages to be included, 
convince other NGOs to champion CAREs key messages, networking 
with delegates.

Facilitate Southern Voices to engage in the negotiation process

Overall Coordination 

Coordinating the team, organize daily meetings, clarifying roles and 
responsibilities, facilitating collaboration and information exchange, 
exploring synergies, establish meetings with key delegations, 
managing risks related to our messaging on behalf of CARE.

Media contact & coordination



Key messages in CAREs policy positions

Adaptation: 
“the post-2012 agreement must ensure that sufficient funds are 

available for adaptation and that those funds reach the most 
vulnerable people”.

REDD (Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation): 
“CARE believes that the post 2012 climate change agreement 
must include mandatory social standards and safeguards 
regardless of whether the financing for REDD is generated and 
distributed through market- or non-market mechanisms”.

More information:
www.careclimatechange.org & E-mail: Pelauridsen@care.dk
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